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shows that endothelial elements may be the sources of cholesterin, and
that giant cells were specially responsible. The abstractor agrees that
this is probable in view of the striking metaplastic evidence in granulo-
matous material from the middle ear, and in the tonsils, and it adds
further support to the view that endothelium as well as epithelium may
be a source of cholesteatoma. It is difficult, however, to accept the
view that giant cells are essential, since most of the cholesteatomata of
ear and tonsil are not the seat of granuloinata, and further, that giant
cells are often present when cholesteatomata are not.]

Wyatt Whujrave.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Stoll, H. F., and Heublein, A. C.—Tuberculosis of the Bronchial Glands

and Lung Hilus: A Clinical and Radiographic Study. " Amer.
Journ. Med. Sci.," September, 1914.

Prior to the fifteenth year, tuberculosis of the bronchial glands and
lung hilus is the most common form of tuberculous disease. Early sym-
ptoms are usually indefinite and chiefly of toxic origin. Significant
signs are a so-called " hilus dimple," dilated veins, parastenal and pre-
vertebral dulness, and, most important of all, a well-marked whispered
bronchophony in the interscapular region (d'Espine's sign).

Radiography, and especially stereo-radiography, is of the utmost
value in these cases, as it shows the exact location and extent of the
morbid process.

Infants with tuberculosis of the bronchial glands are prone to attacks
of dyspnoea, in which the stridor is chiefly or wholly expiratory in
character, thus differing from thymic asthma, in which the dyspnoea is
inspiratory. As the disease progresses, the dyspnoea affects both
inspiration and expiration. In a number of instances the condition has
been mistaken for one of laryngeal diphtheria, and intubation has been
performed, in spite of the persistence of the voice which should render
this mistake impossible. Thomas Gidhrie.

Stein, Prof, von (Moscow).—Observations on the Treatment of Cancer
and Sarcoma by means of Pyraloxin, etc. "Zeitschrift fiir
Laryngologie," Band vi, Heft 6.

Prof, von Stein comes to the following conclusions : Pyraloxin is not
poisonous, even if used for a long time. I t can apparently cure cancer
in the early stages. I t localises the growth especially if used in combina-
tion with calcium salts. A case of lympho-sarcoma was beneficially
treated with pyraloxin. Pyraloxin and nakasilik should be given before
operation in all cases of cancer and sarcoma. Even in hopeless cases the
fatal result is more or less delayed by treatment with pyraloxin and
nakasilik. J. S. Fraser.

REVIEW.

The Tonsils. By HARRY A. BARNES, M.D., Instructor in Laryngology,
Harvard Medical School, etc. London : Henry Kimpton. Price
12s. 6d. net.

It is the purpose of this book to focus our present knowledge of the
tonsil, and it does it, on the whole, in an admirable manner and at
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a reasonable length. After the large flow of literature which has swollen
the periodical medical press of recent times, it is somewhat surprising-
how little real advance has been made. It is upon the relations of the
tonsils to systemic infections that most light has been shed, and the
account of it forms one of the best chapters in the book. The author's
conclusion is: " After other sources of infection have been eliminated as far
as possible, the removal of the tonsils may be advised as a therapeutic
measure, even when clinical examination fails to show any pathological
condition in them." He advocates tonsillectomy, and carries it out in the
present vogue—a return to the advice of Celsus that " they should be
seized by a hook and excised with a scalpel." D. R. Paterson.

OBITUARY.

W E regret to notice that death has been busy amongst many of our well-
known and esteemed American colleagues. The recently issued Transac-
tions of the American Laryngological Association contains obituary
notices of no fewer than six of their Fellows. As our readers know, this
Association is the blue ribbon of American laryngology. The number
of Active Fellows is strictly limited to 100, and there are seldom 90 on
the list, as election to it is well guarded. To read of the death of six
colleagues in such a select company therefore gives us pause.

The first name is that of Dr. Arthur Ames Bliss, who, although he
had studied in London in the eighties, was not very much known on this
side. He was at one time associated with Dr. J. Solis Cohen and prac-
tised in Philadelphia.

Dr. Charles E. Bean was also much influenced by Dr. J. Solis Cohen,
the doyen of American laryngology. He practised in Philadelphia and
afterwards at St. Paul, Minnesota.

Dr. J. W. Gleitsmann had many friends in London, as, indeed, he
had all over the world. He was an excellent specimen of the cultured
German-American physician, a well-read man, a lover of art, a mountain
climber, and a genial companion. He contributed freely to medical
literature, as a reference to our own volumes and indices will show. He
was a frequent visitor at congresses, and we have had the pleasure of
seeing him in London, as well as in Berlin, Moscow, and Buda-Pesth.
It is one of life's little ironies to note that in 1866 he fought for the
Germans in their war against their present ally, Austria, and was
decorated with the Iron Cross. He had been settled in New York since
the early eighties. As he was born in 1841, he had lived a good life—
full of activity, heartiness, and geniality.

Dr. Charles Huntoon Knight was also a man of culture and refine-
ment. He was a great lover of music and an expert performer on the
violoncello. He was attached to the New York Polyclinic, and his text-
book on " Diseases of the Nose, Throat, and Ear" is well known on this
side, and lias been favourably reviewed in our own pages at the begin-
ning of this century.

Dr. William Kelly Simpson was well known as a laryngologist, but
better still as a man with the gift of friendship. He had a perfect
genius for spreading cheerfulness about him with his hearty, joyous
disposition, and the writer of these notes will always preserve a happy
recollection of three days spent with Kelly Simpson in the quadrangles
and Cominon Rooms at Oxford. He succeeded Prof. George M. Lefferts




